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December 7, 2020

To Whom it May Concern:

| write on behalf of Karen Riordan, who has been under my care continuously dating back to
March 2, 2020. Initially she was referred to me to continue treatment for her longstanding
history of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). It is my professional medical opinion
that Ms. Riordan is not mentally ill. Furthermore, she does not meet the DSM V diagnostic
criteria for any Major Personality Disorders.

When | met Ms. Riordan she was in the middle of a divorce which was extremely difficult. She
was anxious, stressed and concerned for her safety and the safety of her three children. She
was worried because her husband (a lawyer and screenwriter of crime shows-a master story
teller) “is a pathological liar”. She was observing him to spin tales and lie about her and her
emotional and mental instability. This mischaracterization threatened Ms. Riordan because this
complete falsehood posed an existential threat to her and her children. Ms. Riordan has
unequivocally shown no evidence of emotional or mental instability nor signs or symptoms

consistent with a personality disorder.

My initial assessment of Ms. Riordan was that of a high functioning woman who was anxious
and afraid due to the ongoing turmoil with her husband. In spite of this upheaval, she was
taking care of her children: they were attending school, therapy appointments and doing their
homework. Once the pandemic began and schools were closed, she continued to be present
for all three of her kids- she was an exemplary mother. At no time did | ever question Ms.

Riordan’s ability to parent.

When the court went in favor of Mr. Ambrose for custody, Ms. Riordan was devastated. Yet she
continued to function at a high level, doing whatever she could to regain custody of her kids.
She wrote letters, marshaled friends and family for support all the while enduring the agonizing
loss of all contact with her children.

Over the past nine months | have gotten to know Ms. Riordan very well. Her strength and
fortitude during this time is remarkable. | have watched her in realtime deal with stress that
would annihilate most people. She soldiers on in the face of adversity. Over the course of my
continued close observation of Ms. Riordan, | have not seen sign or symptoms that would lend
credence to any experienced practitioner to consider an Axis 1 or Axis 2 diagnosis.

Sincerely,

Margaret R. Coffey, M.D
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